Jury 8, 1937. 


OVER THE 
BILLS « s ; 


The Newcastle Trophy Race Won by 

Mr. Charles Gardner (Mew Gull) at 

221 m.p.h. from Scratch : Mixed 
Weather—Mainly Bad 


their annual race, the Newcastle Aero Club 

suffered a special stroke of evil in the form of bad 

weather on Saturday. After a particularly dull 
afternoon, with intermittent rain and a ceiling of never 
more than a few hundred feet, a thunderstorm was adding 
to the general discomfort of all concerned when Mr. 
Charles Gardner, the scratch man, in his recently 
acquired Mew Gull, crossed the line to win at the record 
average speed of 22r m.p.h. 

Only six of the eight other competitors finished the course, 
Fit. Lt. Tommy Rose and Mr. R. P. G. Williams, both with 
G.A. Eagles, abandoning the race after completing the first 
section from Newcastle to York and return. Apparently, by a 
coincidence, both their engines were mildly recalcitrant after 
the stop at York. The finishing order was as follows :— 


‘ FTER receiving so comparatively few entries for 


Machine. Pilot. Handicap. Time. a. 

Hr. min. sec. r.min. sec. M.p.h. 
1. Mew Gull C. Gardner... eon Ser. 117 43 221 
2 TK G, de Havilland 0 19 82 1 39 57 172 

3. Mew Gull A. Henshaw .. 0 Oo 41 1 21 37 210.5 
4. B.A. Eagle H, F. Broadbent 0 46° 58 os — 
5. DH. Moth ... J. R. Micklethwait ... 1 19 13 — 
fi. B.A. Swallow, W.M. Mackay 1 29 41 _ o 
7. Puss Moth S. Smith = - O 56 27 = 


Mr. Gardner was duly awarded the Newcastle-upon-Iyne 
Trophy and £150, Mr. De Havilland collected {50 and Mr. 
Henshaw a useful £25. An additional prize of {10 for the 
fastest time was also won by Mr. Gardner. 

Weather conditions generally were pretty mixed—with the 
accent on badness—and the handicappers appear to have bad 
the usual trouble with varying wind speeds. Whereas a flat 
calm prevailed at Woolsington when the competitors left 
through smoke and mist, a strong and bumpy wind was en- 
countered inland. Some idea of the changing conditions inay 
be gathered from the fact that De Havilland’s speeds in the 
T.K,2 were 142 m.p.h. from Newcastle to York, 202 m.p.h. 
trom York, via Sherburn and Newcastle, to Carlisle, and i72 
m.p.h. over the entire course. Towards the end of the iace 
the weather was quite appalling, with smoke and pouring 
rain. As appears to be customary in these parts, the weathe1 
changed entirely for the benefit of the leaders within half an 
hour or so when entering and leaving the Carlisle control. 

All things considered, the finish was reasonably close, with 
the three lezders coming in within three minutes of each other 
atter a 274-mile race. The T.K.2 beat Henshaw’s Mew Gull 
by half a minute. 


FLIGHT. 59 


The course tor the Newcastle Trophy Race, which was won 


by Mr. C. Gardner (inset). In previous years this event has 
been known as the London-Newcastle Race and was run 
over the course implied by its name. 


As already explained in Flight, the race this year nad, 
instead oft the usual London to Newcastle course, a local one 
with controls at York and Carlisle. The course was, in fact, 
Newcastle - York - Sherburn - Newcastle - Carlisle - Longtown - 
Newcastle, with stops of twenty minutes at York and Carlisle. 
By so confining the race it is possible that the entries were dis- 
couraged in spite of the worth-while prizes, and there will 
probably be much thinking before the course for the next 1ace 
is decided upon. However, those competitors who came up 
specially for the event could not complain of the hospitality 
accorded thein. 

The dinner-dance, held in the Royal Station Hotel, New- 
castle, on the same night was a delightful affair and was well 
attended. Tributes to the pilots who had taken part in the 
race were paid by the Lord Mayor of Newcastle (Alderman 
John Grantham) and by the Sheriff (Councillor A. D. Russell) 
before the Lady Mayoress presented the trophy to Mr. Gardner. 
Responding to the toast of ‘‘ The Guests,’’ Flt. Lt. Rose said 
that he had been flying for twenty-three years and unhesitat- 
ingly he would put the first three finishers in the race as the 
three best amateur pilots in the country to-day (—and Mr. 
G. de Havilland, though one of our more experienced test 
pilots, can really be considered as an *‘amateur.’’—ED.). 
Among others present were Sir Joseph Reed (President of the 
Club) and Lady Reed, the Deputy Lord Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress (Councillor and Mrs. R. ]. Richardson), Wing Com- 
mander Guy Y. Tyrrell, M.C. (O. C. Usworth), Fit. Lt. and 
Mrs. S. H. Potter (from Carlisle), Capt. J. D. Irving (Chair- 
man of the Club) and Mrs, Irving 


Altitude Record : Royal Congratulations 


OLLOWING Fit. Lt. Adam’s successiul attack on the height 

record (described on pages 52a and 52b), the following 

lessage was received by Viscount Swinton, Secretary of State 
lor Air, from Buckingham Palace +*— 

“The King was interested and gratified to hear that a 
Royal Air Force Officer had regained the altitude record for 
this country, by attaining a height of practically 54,o00ft. 

‘His Majesty wilt be glad if you will convey to Flight 
Licutenant M. J. Adam his sincere congratulations on this 
very remarkable feat. 

HARDINGE.”’ 
Other congratulatory messages received by the Air Ministry 
included the following, from Mr. Handley Page, chairman 
ct the $.B.A.C.: 

“The Council and Members of the S.B.A.C. have the 
greatest pleasure in congratulating the Royal Air Force on 
Onee again capturing the world’s height record.’’ 


The secretary of the Air Ministry, Sir Donald Banks, replied 
as follows :— 

“Air Council and Royal Air Force greatly appreciate the 
message of congratulation from the Council and Members of 
the Society on the success of the recent high altitude flight. 
This success will be recognised as one which reflects iignest 
credit on aircraft and aero engine designers and constructors 
in this country.’’ 


Ceal-Petrol and the R.A. 


A* the annual genera! meeting of Low Temperature Car- 
bonisation, Ltd., the chairman, Col. W. A, Bristow, 
reminded his audience that during the period 1931-1933 the 
whole of the company’s output of coal-petrol was reserved for 
the Royal Air Force. Since that time they had supplied an 
increasing number of home defence squadrons with this fuel, 
and, according to a recent statement by the Under-Secretary 
of State for Air, 1t was intended to increase the amount used. 


